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League of Women Voters of Wisconsin Files Lawsuit to 

Reactivate 31,854 Voters 
 

The League’s second challenge to unjust voter purges in Wisconsin seeks to 

reinstate voters before 2022 midterm elections 

 

MADISON — Today, the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin, represented by Fair Elections 

Center, Law Forward Inc., and Stafford 

Rosenbaum LLP, filed suit in federal 

court to reinstate more than 31,000 

registered Wisconsin voters who were 

purged from the voter rolls in July 2021. 

These voters were not provided notice of 

the potential deactivation or the deadline 

to take action to avoid deactivation, and 

therefore were unlawfully removed from 

the rolls. The League is seeking the 

reactivation of all 31,854 voters. 

 

“This year, over 30,000 voters were purged from the registration rolls without warning,” said 

Debra Cronmiller, executive director of the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin. “Because 

these voters were not notified that their registration had changed, they could show up to the polls 

without the needed proof of residency to successfully complete a same day registration. Losing 

the opportunity to cast a ballot due to an administrative oversight is too high a price to pay. 

These voters’ registration must be reinstated, and adequate notice must be given to all future 

voters identified for purging as a part of list maintenance.”  

 

Two years ago, the League filed nearly the same lawsuit, arguing the Wisconsin Elections 

Commission’s letter to over 200,000 voters suspected of moving based on Electronic 

Registration Information Center (ERIC) data, had failed to give voters notice of deactivation or a 

deadline by which they needed to take action. That prior case was dismissed pending the 

outcome of parallel state court litigation. Once that litigation was resolved earlier this year, the 

WEC deactivated the remaining 31,854 voters on the list on July 31. 

 

The lack of notice was never cured before this summer’s mass deactivation, and the 

Commission’s actions are in violation of the U.S. Constitution’s guarantee of due process. The 

League has refiled its lawsuit to enforce this bedrock constitutional principle.  
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“Voter list maintenance is an important part of election administration, and it must always be 

performed using reliable data and adequate opportunity for voters to respond," said Celina 

Stewart, chief counsel of the League of Women Voters of the United States. "Voters must have 

some control around their registration status every step of the way.” 

 

“The Wisconsin Elections Commission could deactivate these voters’ registrations after 

providing them with notice and giving them an opportunity to respond. But they never did that so 

they cannot purge them,” said Jon Sherman, litigation director and senior counsel at Fair 

Elections Center. “The passage of two years since the first round of this litigation does not mean 

the requirement to give voters notice is somehow waived. Time does not heal constitutional 

wounds.” 

 

“As we head into another election year, we remain committed to vindicating the freedom to vote 

for Wisconsinites, including the 31,854 individuals whose voter registrations were improperly 

deactivated,” said Dan Lenz, staff counsel at Law Forward Inc. “We can all agree that a voter 

should not be made ineligible to vote without the notice guaranteed by the Constitution.” 

 

“A voter’s registration to vote in Wisconsin is a constitutionally protected interest. That right 

cannot be taken away from any Wisconsin voter without an appropriate process. The state failed 

to follow that process, and so we are going back to court to ensure that the Wisconsin Elections 

Commission gets the message loud and clear that they must abide by the US Constitution,” said 

Doug Poland, partner at Stafford Rosenbaum and co-chair of its Election and Political Law 

team. 

 

Read the complaint here. Other key legal documents in the case can be found here. 

 

#  #  # 

The League of Women Voters of Wisconsin is a nonpartisan political organization that advocates for 

informed and active participation in government. There are 20 local Leagues throughout Wisconsin. 

More information at lwvwi.org.  

The Fair Elections Center is a national nonpartisan voting rights and election reform organization based 

in Washington DC whose mission is to use litigation and advocacy to remove barriers to registration and 

voting, particularly those disenfranchising underrepresented and marginalized communities, and to 

improve election administration. 

Stafford Rosenbaum LLP is a full-service law firm with two convenient office locations in Madison and 

Milwaukee. With a 140-year history of dedication to businesses, governments, non-profit organizations, 

and individuals, effective client communication continues to be at the heart of our practice. 

Law Forward, Inc. is a non-profit law firm focused on protecting and advancing democracy in Wisconsin. 

We use impact litigation, the administrative process, and public education to protect Wisconsin’s 

fundamental democratic principles, and revive Wisconsin’s traditional commitment to clean and open 

government. Learn more about our work at LawForward.org. 
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